


 
Twenty-Fifth Sunday In Ordinary Time – September 23, 2018 

 
TRYING TO BE FIRST 

In the Gospel Reading, Jesus 
rebukes his disciples for arguing about who 
among them was first and greatest. But how 
do we suppose their argument went? There 
are two possibilities. First Possibility:  
Each disciple was saying, “I am the 
greatest!” while the others were saying, 
“Oh no, you’re not! I am!”. 
Second Possibility: Each disciple was 
saying to one of the others, “You are the 
greatest among us!,” and that person was 
saying, “Oh no, I’m not. You are.” 

On the First Possibility, each 
disciple is trying to put himself ahead of all 
the others. On the Second Possibility, each 
disciple is trying to be small by putting 
some other disciple ahead of himself. We 
are naturally inclined to think that the right 
possibility must be the first one. That is 
because Jesus rebukes the disciples, and we 
unreflectively suppose that Jesus wouldn’t 
want to rebuke them if each one was trying 
to be small. 

But notice that if we adopt the 
first possibility, then Jesus’ rebuke doesn’t 
make sense. On the first possibility, what is 
wrong with the disciples is that each one is 
trying to be first. And so Jesus should 
rebuke them for trying to be first. But that 
is not what Jesus rebukes the disciples for. 
On the contrary, Jesus gives the disciples a 
short instruction manual for how to get to 
be first. If you want to be first, he tells 
them, you have to be the servant of all. 
Would Jesus have explained to them how to 
get to be first if he thought that trying to be 
first was wrong? 

So the Second Possibility is the 
right one. Each disciple was trying to be 
small in order to seem humble. But there is 
no true humility in trying to be small.  As 
the parable about the talents (cf. Matthew 
25:24-28) shows, each person is called to 
strive for greatness by accepting the gifts 
God gives him and using them to the full. 
True humility lies in understanding that 
everything is gift; and everything is meant 
to be given back, in service of others. When 
each person strives for greatness in this 
way, there is no competition. No one is 
ahead of the others, no matter how much 
greatness he achieves. Rather, all together 
are one in the Lord, and he is Lord over all 
(Rom.9:5).  This is the way in which being 
the servant of all makes you first. 

Eleonore Stump 
 

 

FRENCH CORNER 
 

Où est la vraie grandeur ? 
 

      Quand nous discutons avec des gens, 
il nous arrive d’en rencontrer qui ne nous 
comprennent pas car, disons-nous, « ils 
ne sont pas sur la même longueur 
d’onde… ». C’est ce qui arrive aux 
disciples de Jésus quand il leur parle de 
souffrance, de croix, de mort….. Ceux-ci 
parlaient entre eux de la place d’honneur 
qu’ils occuperaient dans son Royaume. 
      Mais, au lieu de les rabrouer pour 
rester si loin de l’humilité qu’il leur 
enseigne depuis trois ans, Jésus cherche à 
les éduquer en leur montrant que la vraie 
grandeur consiste à se mettre au service 
des autres, en particulier de ceux dont on 
n’a pas à attendre grand’chose en retour. 
C’est pourquoi il prend l’exemple d’un 
enfant qui, à cette époque, était sans 
importance, et même peu considéré.  
      Voilà pour nous une invitation à 
changer la façon dont nous évaluons la 
grandeur des personnes. Accueillir un 
enfant ou quelqu’un  que l’on juge sans 
importance, c’est reconnaître en eux 
Jésus, c’est aussi la seule manière de 
devenir « le premier » et même « le plus 
grand »  aux yeux de Dieu. Le message 
de cet évangile doit nous aider à 
transformer notre regard sur les autres.   
 

Fr. Etienne Siffert, S.M 
 
 

FROM OUR SCHOOL 
 

Parishioners, 
 

We had a wonderful week at 
school and we hope you did as well! 
Back to School Night last week was a 
huge success, picture day was Tuesday, 
and we are looking forward to a fun 
family picnic next weekend in Golden 
Gate Park.  Our school tours have begun, 
we welcome you to sign up for a school 
tour by contacting our admissions 
director, Desiree Almendares, at 
admissions@ndvsf.org.  
 

This weekend, our 7th grade 
prepared the 9:00AM Mass here at NDV. 
Thank you Mrs. Aileen Albertson, Mr. 
Marc Nava, and Fr. Juan for preparing 
the students. Thank you to the students 
and families of 2020 for doing such a 
wonderful job of preparing the Mass. 
 

God Bless, 
Sarah Currier, Principal 
 

 
 

SATURDAY – VIGIL September 22nd         
5:15 pm     Stéphane (Metais) † 
SUNDAY September 23rd         
7:30 am      For the People of the Parish 
9:00 am       Mark Allison 
10:30 am    Benefactors of NDV 
12:15 pm    Edie Sedgwick † 
MONDAY September 24th          
7:00 am      Funete Tegene † 
12:10 pm    Familia Alvarado-Llamas 
TUESDAY September 25th      
7:00 am      Victims of Gun Violence † 
12:10 pm    Deceased Marists † 
WEDNESDAY September 26th          
7:00 am      Immigrants & Refuges 
12:10 pm    John Cochran † 
THURSDAY September 27th    
7:00 am      Intentions of Pope Francis 
12:10 pm    Youth of the Parish 
FRIDAY September 28th       
7:00 am      Shiferaw Habte † 
12:10 pm    Children with Cancer 
SATURDAY September 29th  
7:00 am       Victims of Human Trafficking 
 
 

 IN PRAYER, 
WE REMEMBER OUR SICK  

 
Fanny Alcosiba, Simone Ampillac, Monique 
Antolin, Jacques Arceneaux, Wondifraw 
Asrat, Michael Bartholomew, Annalyn 
Carlos, Alexandria Christakos, Andy De Los 
Reyes, Jack Flynn, Ernie Fox, Annemarie 
Gallagher, Yunina Graham, Georges Handras, 
Erich Herbitschek, Lupita Herrera, Karine 
Jardin, Charlene Haught Johnson, Diane 
Kelley, Lynn Leininger, Tom Leskie, Mike 
Leskie, Candi McMahan Lewis, Ekho Lim, 
Maria Lim, Jacqueline Lira, Grant Melton, 
Alma and Armando Morales, Dyan Ocampo, 
Christiane Pelletier, Catherine Stoner Persais, 
Rev. Matthew Peters, Joan Rasby, Vinod and 
Cynthia Sheth, Dani Stecko, Alexander 
Tabuena,  Dimitrios Tsokas, Alison Williams, 
and Michael Wonderly.   
 

PRAYER FOR HEALING 
Lord of Heaven, I rest underneath your 
mighty wings of love. I dwell within your 

gentle heart. I know there is healing in your 
touch. Through the sufferings of Christ I 
can ask for restoration and trust in your 
goodness. You are my Lord, my Saviour,  

My healer and my friend. I dwell within your 
gentle embrace. Amen. 

 

Please let us know if there is someone for 
whom you want us to pray. It is best if you 
write it down and leave the name at the office. 
If the person regains their health let us know 
so that we will remove the name from the list. 



 
Notre Dame des Victoires – Our Lady of Victories  www. ndvsf.org 

 
WELCOME FR. AL PUCCINELLI, S.M.: We welcome 
Fr. Al to our parish community of NDV. Fr. Al will be 
assisting the parish with the celebration of the Sacraments 
and we immensely appreciate his presence with us. A few 
words from Fr. Al: “I am a native San Franciscan and was 
born just a few blocks up the street from NDV at St. Francis 
Hospital on July 4th. Through a chain of events I grew up in 
Fairfax, CA. I went to St. Rafael’s grade school and then in 
1957 graduated from Marin Catholic High School and 
entered the Marist Fathers’ Seminary. I was ordained in 
1966 at St. Rita’s Church in Fairfax. I have been a high 
school teacher and principal in Arizona. Other assignments 
were in California, Oregon, Utah, Idaho, Boston and three 
of my assignments took me to Brazil. The total time spent in 
Brazil was 22 years. It is good to be home”. 

 
 
R.C.I.A.: ARE YOU SOMEONE OR DO YOU KNOW 
SOMEONE WHO… 

• Has expressed an interest in becoming Catholic? 
• Has a child over the age of seven who has not 

been baptized? 
• Was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not 

celebrated the Sacraments of Confirmation and 
Eucharist? 

We offer an opportunity to come together in a small group 
to learn more about our faith. Sessions focus on the 
teachings and experience of Church and prepare individuals 
to celebrate the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and 
Eucharist during the Easter Vigil on April 20, 2019. There 
are separate sessions for children or youth. You are 
welcome to participate in the process with your questions, 
your insights and your faith story in a warm accepting 
setting. For information please contact Fr. Juan 
415.397.0113 or ndveglise@ndvsf.org 
 
2018 BAL DE PARIS:  Please save the date of Saturday, 
November 3 for this year's Bal de Paris - Le Rêve - to be 
held at the Four Seasons Hotel in San Francisco. This major 
fundraiser supports the school and church in significant 
areas of operation.  Visit http://bal-de-paris.org today to 
purchase your tickets or sponsor the event!  There is a 
limited supply of early bird tickets - purchase now!   Watch 
for students selling tickets after Mass or purchase online 
https://ndvsf.ejoinme.org/raffle.   Much thanks and 
appreciation goes to chairpersons Jill Bourque and Kattya 
and Patrick Breitenbach for all of their work heading up the 
event.  If you are interested in helping, please contact Bal de 
Paris 2018 chairpersons at baldeparisndv@gmail.com 
 

!
 

 
Please join us in celebrating the Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi, the patron 
saint of animals, with a special Blessing of the Pets! The Blessing of Pets is 
an opportunity to thank God for the gifts of companionship and joy which 
pets bring into our lives and homes, and to ask God’s blessing on them.  A 
short prayer service will take place on Saturday, October 6, 2018 at 1:00 
pm inside the church and all are encouraged to bring their leashed dogs and 
other contained critters to receive a blessing. 
 
ARCHDIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL 2018: Thank You – To all those 
who have already participated in the 2018 Appeal. Your gifts have helped 
our archdiocesan Church to continue teaching, preaching and serving those 
most in need of food, counsel, and security. The Church needs everyone’s 
help. Please be as generous as you can to the Archdiocesan Annual Appeal. 

TO DATE: Campaign Goal: $37,574 – Number of Gifts Received: 63 – 
Total Payments Received: $16,030 –  

Goal Balance: $21,544 
 
MASS INTENTIONS: If you would like to request a Mass for a specific 
intention, please call the Parish Office at 415.397.0113 and speak to our 
secretary Mertenesh. The Mass Book for 2018 is available to reserve a 
Mass Intention. Per the Archdiocese of San Francisco, the offering for a 
Mass request is $10.00. If paying by check, please make the check payable 
to the order of: MARIST FATHERS. 
 

 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK 
September 23, 2018 – September 30, 2018 

Sunday          - Wis 2:12, 17-20               - Jas 3:16—4:3               - Mk 9:30-37 
Monday         - Prv 3:27-34                                                                          - Lk 8:16-18 
Tuesday         - Prv 21:1-6, 10-13                                                     - Lk 8:19-21 
Wednesday    - Prv 30:5-9                                                                    - Lk 9:1-6 
Thursday       - Eccl 1:2-11                                                                   - Lk 9:7-9 
Friday            - Eccl 3:1-11                                                               - Lk 9:18-22 
Saturday        - Dn 7:9-10, 13-14                                                      - Jn 1:47-51 
Sunday           - Nm 11:25-29            - Jas 5:1-6             - Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-
48 
 

SUNDAY COLLECTION: September 15th and September 16th  
  Church Basket:      $1,772.71 

                                     On-Line Giving:     $603.00 
      TOTAL:     $2,375.71 

 

 
 




